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REVEREND SIR, 


\ \ HEN I read your advertiſement 1 in the 
N ewſpaper, I expected your Letter, To the occaſional 


Preachers at Portland-Chapel,” would contain ſome 


weighty arguments againſt our Dottrines, Diſcipline, 


or Authority to preach. I imagined you were wholly 


unacquainted with the people called Methodiſts, and 


that (as has often been our caſe) you conſidered us as 


Heretics, and would treat us as ſuch are uſually treated. 
Upon mentioning this to ſome friends, they informed 
me, that you were well acquainted with the Methodiſts, 


and upon very friendly terms with many of them, that 


you were an awakened Clergyman, and a very good 


Preacher. T wo of our people told me, they really be- 


lieved you had been juſtified, and that you enjoyed the 


love of God ſhed abroad in your heart by the Holy 
Ghoſt. Whether theſe accounts be true, and that you 


were once thus holy, happy and zealous for God, or, 


whether, in the fulneſs of their love to you, they gave 
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you credit for what they ſincerely wiſhed, I do not 


take upon me to ſay. But theſe accounts raiſed you 
high in my eſteem, and I concluded that a Gentleman 


of your rank, —a converted Minister, would certainly 


write nothing but what was ſtrictly true, and that I 


ſhould meet with nothing in the ſpirit of your book 
but the Gentleman, the Scholar, and the CHRISTIAN. 
—How much I was diſappointed in my expectations, 
will appear to every perſon of diſcernment that care- 
fully reads your pamphlet. The ſpirit of your Letter | 
is the worſt thing in it. Every thing that is like 
argument, 1 can eaſily anſwer; but the illiberal de- 
sign, the arrogant conceit, and the thanly- disguised : 
malevolence, that runs through the whole piece, give 


me great pain. Not, Sir, I aſſure you, on my own 


account, but your's! Had you known any of us, or 


only condeſcended to ſend one of your ſervants, to 


ſay, you deſired to ſpeak with us on the ſubje& in 
debate, you might have had full ſatisfaction. If we 


refuſed your invitation, or proved incorrigible when 


admoniſhed by you, you would have had ſome excuſe 


for publicly addreſſing us without any apology. I 
could the more eaſily have ſatisfied you on moſt of 
the points you dwell on in your letter, as it 1s not 


above two months fince I publiſhed a pamphlet directly 


to the purpoſe. As you, for reaſons known to yourſelf, 


declined 


#1] 


declined giving us an opportunity of explaining our- 


ſelves to you without troubling the public, and have 
come forth the unprovoked aggreſſor in the preſent 
diſpute, I feel it my duty to take this method to de- 


fend myſelf and brethren, and I call upon you, Sir, 


to anſwer God and your own conſcience, for giving 


me this trouble, and intruding upon that time, which, 


but for you, might have been much better employed. 


You acknowledge the neceſſity of building a place 


of worſhip on the hill. And, if we may judge by the 


places you have mentioned, we have been providenti- 
ally directed to the moſt convenient ſpot, Herein we 
ſee the goodneſs of our gracious God, and deſire to be 
truly thankful. If in this circumſtance our friends 
have offended you, you mult own it was not with de- 


ſign. Their intention to build, was known to you a 


conſiderable time before they fixed on the ſituation. 


How eaſily might you have precluded their having that 
place, by taking the ground yourſelf! But you ſuf- 
fered a frigid caution to damp the ardency of your 
zeal. And although you own the harveſt was plen- 


teous and the labourers few, yet Captain Webb was 


permitted to put in his fickle and begin the work, 


while you remained doubtful in regard to the ſeaſon. 
Was he not to be highly commended for ſo doing ? 
A 2 | The 


LE.) 
The Captain is an old labourer. He knew that harveſt 
time is very precious. Even a day's delay may be the 
cauſe of great damage to the crop, if not its entire 
deſtruction. 1 doubt not but you are Farmer enough 
to know, that on ſome high grounds, the corn is in as 
great danger of being loſt, when i it is fully ripe, as at 
any time of its growth. I have known the wind riſe 
ſo high on a ſudden in the Northern parts of this king- 
dom, as to ſhake all the grain out of the ears before it 
could be cut down, and thereby diſappoint the hopes 
of the owner, when the very moment of enjoyment 
was at hand. The apprehenſion, therefore, of an 
hurricane, makes che Farmers in thoſe parts very 
anxious when the time of reaping approaches. And I 
cannot help thinking, that a truly faithful labourer in 
the Goſpel, will be as much in earneſt to ſave the fouls 
of men, as an huſbandman i is to ſecure a little corn. 
Whatever caution you may ſuppoſe Captain Webb 
wanted, it is certain he had great zeal, and his en- 
deavours have been crowned with great ſucceſs. He 
has been concerned in building ſeveral Chapels, and 
has acted from the pureſt motives, motives which vou 
cannot even ſuſpect, without betraying a want of that 


love which thinketh no evil. 


But 


But let us proceed to examine your letter. 


In page 4, you tell us, © There is a labour peculiar 
10 the parochial miniſter,” And by the manner of 
your mentioning, ©* The admiſhon of members into 
the Chriſtian Church, ine ſolemnization of matrimony, 
the viſitation of the ſick, and the burial of the dead,” 
you ſeem to conſider yourſelf, and other parochial | 
miniſters, as having an excluſive right to perform theſe 
duties! If you mean this, (and I ſee no ſenſe in the 
paſſage if you mean any thing elſe) I ſhall in a little 
time, pleaſe God, exemplify a very different doctrine. 
We have prepared a communion table, and we have a 

very convenient burying-place, both of which we mean 
to uſe in due time. I ſhall certainly baptize the 
children of any of our people who deſire it, and give 
thanks to God with the good women after their deliver- 
ance in child-bearing. And as to viſiting the ſick, it 
1 ſcarcely poſſible to think you ſerious, when you 
talk of that, as one of the claims which a parochial 
miniſter would not relinquiſh, ſince it is well known, 
that it is, in general, a very difficult matter, to get one 
of them to viſit a ſick perſon, eſpecially if the perſon 
be poor ! We, Sir, have proofs in abundance of this, 
in every town in England. And I {hall never refuſe, 


at a convenient time, to viſit any ſick perſon that may 
—— A 3 ſend 


1 1 


ſend for me, becauſe they live in the ſame pariſh 


with you! Nay, if you ſhould be ſick, and ſend for me, 
though you ſeem ſo croſs, I would viſit you, and give 


you all the comfort in my power. And little as you 
may think of this, the time may come when even 
you, Sir, may be glad to accept ſuch an offer. The 
ſolemnization of matrimony we ſhall not interfere 


with, We do not conſider you, when thus employed, 


in a religious capacity, but as an officer of the ſlate, 


You cannot be ignorant that in ſome parts of nie 
Majeſty's dominions, this buſineſs is done by Juſtices 


of the Peace. And it is viewing you in this civil 


ATT 1 


light, that enables the Diſſenters to ſubmit to have 


this ceremony performed for them by epiſcopal mi. 


niſters. In every thing that relates to the office of 


Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt, I conſider myſelf as ſtanding 


on equal ground with you, and facts will convince 
you, that I hold my claims as ſacred as your's, and 


that I dare not, and wil! not relinquiſh them. If, 


when our Conference is aſſembled, we ſee good, for 


our own convenience, to lay aſide for a ſeaſon, any 
of our privileges, or, if our people in particular 
places, chuſe to ſubmit to have the ordinances from an 
epiſcopalian, we ſtill hold faſt our right, and exerciſe 
it when we think it expedient. Herein we become 
all things to all men, 
| | What 


+ 53 
What you lay, page 5. about your being no bigot, 
I ſhould not have touched upon, only for the curious 
proof you give in the following part of your letter. 


Thus, in page 6. you call our mode of worſhip an 


*UNWARRANTABLE USURPATION,” by which 
you ſeem to mean, that by our worſhipping God 


according to the dictates of our conſciences, we have 


illegally ſeized the rights of other people. Give me 


leave, Sir, co aſk,, whoſe rights have we ſeized ? what 


have we uſurped? Have we violated any of the laws 


of God or our Country by any thing we have done in 
our mode of worſhip ? Till you prove that we have, 


I ſhall conſider you as making unwarrantably free with 
your neighbour, and uſing language very unbecoming 


a good man. And I would adviſe you to be a little 


more guarded in your aſſertions, leaſt you ſhould grieve 


the Spirit of God, and bring darkneſs upon your own 
Fas 1 8 


But you * ſuſpe& ſomething very defective in the 


principle.“ To 5uspe&t men's principles without ſufſi- 
cient reaſon, is no proof of a liberal mind. You have 
had no opportunity of knowing our principles; conſe- 


quently you can, at leaſt, but surmise, and your 


ſurmiſings, in the preſent caſe, being falſe, how can 
you eſcape the Apoſtle's cenſure, + Tim. 6. 4? Do 


: | you 
. 
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you really think, Sir, that you can ſerve the cauſe of 


our Lord Jeſus Chriſt by thus ſuſpecting the principles 
of your Brethren? and then without giving them any 


previous notice, publiſhing your uncharitable ſuſpici- 


ons to the world? Will this mode of proceeding 


afford you any ſolid comfort on a ſick bed, or in a dying 


hour? Can you lay your hand upon your heart, 


and appeal to your Maker, that herein you have ated 


towards us, as you would we ſhould att towards you? 


What if I ſhould catch your ſpirit, and follow your 


example, (which Heaven forefend !) and tell the world, 


that I ſuſpe& your fear of our being thought as good 


Preachers as yourſelf, or leſt you ſhould ſuſtain ſome | 


pecuniary loſs on our account, is the cauſe of your 


having troubled the world with your letter to us? 


| Would you think me kind, thus to ſuſpe& you, when 


you were conſcious before God, that no ſuch fear 
ever had any place in you? You know, Sir, in ſuch 


a caſe, you would feel yourſelf aggrieved. 


You, perhaps think yourſelf at liberty to treat us 


in the manner you have done, becauſe ſome of us 


put on the * ſacerdotal veſtments; the ſurplice, the 
band, and the gown.” But why ſhould this be deemed 
a crime ? You know we have as good a right to wear 


them as you have. Shew me any Law of: God, or 


af 


„ 


of England which forbidk us, and we will wear them 


no more. If there be no ſuch Law, who are you, 


that you ſhould find fault? Suppoſe by wearing theſe 
veſtments we ſhould get a few more hearers, and that 
ſome of theſe hearers ſhould be benefited by our 
miniſtry, would that be any leſſening of your joy in 
the day of the Lord? I have occaſionally preached in 
a gown and band theſe many years, and ſometimes read 
the prayers in a ſurplice, and you are the firſt that 


ever unwarrantably uſurped the right of calling me to 


account for ſo doing. To fay the truth, I have felt 


great reluctance to do this, and gave up my own will 


merely to pleaſe the people I preached to. And this 


was actually the caſe the day I opened Portland-Chapel, 


But I dare not ſay, either that I did wrong, or that 1 


will do ſo no more. I do not, for my own ſake, care 


what ſort of veſtments I preach in, if I can but be 


uſeful. But I think it ſinful to allow any number of 
men, merely becauſe of external habiliments, the 
_ excluſive right of being called the Clergy, or the 
Ministers of the Gospel. By my ſometimes wearing 


the clerical dreſs, and occaſionally uſing the term 


Reverend, I bear a teſtimony againſt ſuch a deception. 
And I apprehend this 1s the reaſon why ſo many of the 
Piſſenters put on the gown, and uſe this title. 


With 
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With reſpe& to our © beſt intentions being con- 
ſtrued into ſad hypocriſy,” as though we wiſhed our 
hearers to think we were Epiſcopal Miniſters, this is 
only another of your unkind ſuſpicions, I have been 
well known in Briſtol theſe many years, and I do not 
believe one perſon that attended Portland-Chapel when 
I opened it, conceived I was any other than a Metho- 
diſt-Preacher ; If any thought otherwiſe at firſt, they 
were certainly undeceived when they heard my 


ſermon.* 


What you ſay relative to our uſing the Church 
ſervice 1s truly ſurpriſing. Your words are, page 6. 
* You may, perhaps, be allowed to almire the 
Liturgy, by reading the morning and evening prayers,” 
And pray, Sir, who is to grant us this permiſhon ? Ts 
not admiration an emotion of the ſoul, excited by the 
underftanding contemplating ſome new, or grand 
object? If I cloſely examine the Liturgy of the 
Church, (as I do parts of it almoſt every day) and if 


the wiſdom and piety of the Compilers appear to my 


mind to have been very great, and if the Compoſition, 


upon the whole, appear excellent, muſt I aſk leave of 


you, Sir, or any one upon earth to admire either the 


Men, or the Book? And ſurely you do not expett us 


to crave your permiſſion to read the Prayers ! Thank 
God 


* Which I purpose goon to print. 


19 
God for the Civil Powers, which authorize us to read 
both them and the Scriptures, without becoming ſub- 
je& to your juriſdiftion, 7:30 


You proceed: It there were no design, either in | 
putting on the habit, or in uſing the form, let me only 
1 you, why not follow the ſame plan at your room 
in Broadmead ?** And let me only aſk you in turn, 
what kind of reafoning this is? ſuppoſe we did follow 
the ſame plan at the room, would that make any dif- 
ference with reſpe& to our design on the hill? That 
we have a design is certain, and that in every thing we 
do, if we be not fools, and ſo have you too. But I 
know not that you have any buſineſs to aſk impertinent 
queſtions concerning our design. However, left you 
ſhould suspec? ſomething more than is real, I will E 
ſimply tell you what I know of the matter. When 
Mr. Weſley (who was at firſt the ſole proprietor) 
ſettled the room in the hands of Truſtees, he was but 
little acquainted with the nature of ſuch ſettlements. 
He would fain have had it ſettled in a different way 
afterward, and ſtrove all he could to accompliſh his 
deſire, but found it impracticable. The Truſtees 
thought it inconſiſtent with their truſt to let any altera- 
tion be made. You ſay they are Diſſenters: they 
conſider themſelyes as Church-men, and imagine, that 


by 


4 ] 


by keeping the room ſhut in Church- hours, you will. 


give them credit for the Micerity of their profeſſion, 1 
I leave you and them to ſettle that point, as a matter of 
perfect indifference to me; but this is the cauſe of 
divine ſervice not being there in Church-time. When 
a new Chapel was propoſed, care was taken that no 
| ſuch reſtrictions ſhould be laid upon either Preachers 
0 or People. Many excellent members of our Society 
wiſhed to hear their own Miniſters on the Lord's day, 
at thoſe hours which are moſt convenient, that they 
might not be obliged either to lounge at home, or to 
hear Abies they did not believe. Thoſe are now 
gratified; and I hope they will improve their opportu- 

nities and be thankful. The Lord has given us great 
proofs of his love already : Portland-Chapel is well 
attended, and I doubt not but it will prove a bleſſing 
to many. No wonder therefore that the common 


Enemy ſhould ſtir up ſome to oppoſe it. 


Why Mr. Weſley did not eflabliſh the ſame mode 
every where, may be eaſily gathered from the nature 


of his firſt plan, which at preſent 1 cannot enlarge 


upon, as I have ſo lately publiſhed it, in a pamphlet 
entitled,“ the Queſtion, are the Methodiſts Diſſenters, | 
fairly 


. „L 


fairly examined.“ Suffice it to obſerye, that the 
prejudices of man are not eaſily removed, nor do all 

the profeſſors of our holy religion regard the general 
good in preference to their own pride and intereſt. 
Hence many improvements in all communities are 

brought forward ſlowly. A few in various places, 
who have been accuſtomed to rule, when they ſee the 
work extending, and neceſſary alterations required, 

ſoon experience that a diviſion of their power muſt be 
the conſequence. This they have not grace enough 
to ſubmit to, and therefore every amendment muſt be 
oppoſed, as a deviation from the Old Plan. Still, 

glory be to God, the good cauſe proſpers abundantly, 
and where one friend fails in his attachments to it, two 


or three are raiſed up to ſupport it. 


Your artful manner of bringing forward, page 7. 
the © civil harmony between "Church and State,” is 
only treading the old beaten path, which many of 
your Brethren and Fathers in the ſcience of Prieſteraft 
have trodden before you. We know your meaning 
And we know alſo how to ſeparate the precious from 
the vile. We can be good Subjects to the Laws of 
our Country, without nnn ourſelves with the 


yoke 


yoke of prelatical bondage. We love, reverence, 
and ſincerely pray for our King, although we do 
not, like | efinging vaſſals, paſſively ſubmit to the 
UNWARRANTABLE USURPATION, of perſe- 
cuting Church-men. We have read the hiſtories of 
thoſe reſtleſs ſpirits of perſecuting memory, who 
flouriſhed urider Henry the eighth and his goodly 
daughters ; and who were foſtered by the Charleſes 
and the Jameſes. We remember how thoſe covetous 
and ambitious Eccleſiaſtics hated and perſecuted the 
Worthies of their day. The ſame principle remains 

to this day in certain courts; and as you juſtly obſerve, 
it is “to the lenity of the Constitution“ that we are 


indebted for our preſent privileges. 


As touching our « being guarded againſt infringe- 
ments, I have anſwered on this head already. Sou 
ſhall enjoy unmoleſted, as an Officer of the State, 
the excluſive privilege of ſolemnizing matrimony. 
But the“ moſt ſacred rites” as you call them, which 
have been mentioned before, I have certainly as good 
a right to perform as you have; and I ſeriouſly adviſe 

you to be guarded againſt infringements, leſt you 
| provoke the Head of the Church to chaſtiſe you ; 
ſeverely. I reſerve what I have further to ſay on this 


head, 'till I ſee your reply, Th | 


1 
The confuſed manner in which you mention our 
right to uſe the Liturgy, would lead the reader to 
conclude, that we must alter something in the Prayers, 
in order to be permitted to uſe them. Whether you 
deſigned this confuſion on purpoſe to miſlead the 
_ unwary, I will not affirm; but you ſurely know, that 
we are under no ſuch reſtraint. In page 11, you tell 
us, we must alter in order to evade, Alter what? the 
Prayers ? Indeed, Sir, I will not alter one tittle of 
them. I have found my devotions enlivened, and my 
ſoul comforted hundreds of times in uſing them, both 
in public and private. And even when I do not read 7 
prayers before the ſermon, I frequently expreſs my 
petitions in the words of the Colle&s, Litany, &c. 
becauſe I cannot, in general, make better. But to 
4 evade” |—To evade what ? the Biſhop's Court? 
Here you appear unmasked! Good Sir, go to your 
length, and exemplify your principles. I cannot, 
indeed, I cannot, prevail upon. myſelf to fear you in 
any ſenſe of the word! js | 


i We know as well as you do, that in order to our 
being licenſed, we muſt call. ourſelves Diſſenters: 


And this will be no cauſe of glorying in the great 
day, to thoſe who thus compel us, to look for faults in 
a Book that we greatly admire, in order to evade 
— he 
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they lived and preached as moſt of the Miniſters of 


the force of penal laws for uſing it. However, as it 


is a human compoſition, and conſequently imperfeR, 


we can eaſily find enough to object to, without altering 


the Prayers, which J really think, we are as much 


attached to as you are. My not being in the eſta— 


bliſhed Church, is not for want of an opportunity; 


nor by any means from a ſcruple of conſcience 


reſpecting either the Church itſelf, or the mode of 


ordination; but for fear of becoming an idle drone ! 
And ſuch I muſt become in my own account, were I 
to be bound to be what is called regular. Only let me 
be permitted to gather ſuch parts of my flock as chuſe 


to attend, in different parts of the pariſh, on the moſt _ 


convenient nights in the week, that I may pray with _ 
them, preach to them, and inquire how they proſper 
in their ſpiritual warfare: Allow me to refuſe the 
ſacred elements of the Lord's Supper to open, deli- 
berate ſinners, and to deliver my own ſoul, in warning 
and exhorting my pariſhioners in every part of the 


pariſh, (for all cannot, and ſome will not come to 


Church) and I ſhould rejoice to conform in every 


other reſpe& to the eſtablifhed form of my country, 


which I am fo far from oppoſing, that it has often 
grieved me, that I am forced to be counted an alien, 
in order to diſcharge the paſtoral duties. What 
would St. Paul have ſaid to Timothy or Titus had 


the 
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the eſtabliſhment do? I aſſure you, Sir, I, am not 


© perſonal in theſe remarks. I look into the word of 


'God, and there ſee what ſort of a charafter is given of 


a Miniſter of Chriſt. I then look around me in the 


world to find ſuch. I bleſs the Lord, I have found 
many very excellent men both in the Church and 
among Diſſenters, men of whoſe Grace, Abilities and 
Uſefulneſs I have no doubt. But on looking more 


cloſely, what are theſe to the thouſands of Clergymen 


who neither experience the power of the Go'pel, nor 


live agreeable to its precepts! . And even among thoſe 
who do live, in ſome degree, under its benign 


influence, how few of them exert themſelves in 


ſtriving to convince ſinners, and to build up the ſaints 


in their moſt holy faith, as they ought to do! The 
truth is, they dare not! You, Sir, are well acquainted 
with a very worthy Clergyman, who about twelve 
months ago, was ſo reſtrained by his Biſhop, 


that he durſt not even keep a religious meet- 


ing in the parſonage-houſe, in which he lived, 


on a Sunday evening! He was ſet forth as a 


Methodiſt, though he had no connection with us, 


nor even believed the ſame opinions. 
would not ſpend his time as others did. He endea- 
voured, not only to check vice, and ſet forth the 
Goſpel in the pulpit; but likewiſe to live as a Chriſtian 
Miniſter ought. Therefore ſome great men applied 
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C 20 } 
to the Biſhop, who obliged him either to neglef the 
people and thereby wound his own conſcience, or to 
- quit the pariſh. He choſe the latter, though as ſtrict 
in the principles of the Church as any Miniſter in 
England. When I think of ſuch things as theſe, I 


tremble at the apprehenſion of being in ſo dreadful a 


ſtate. I look forward to the awful hour when I muſt 
give in my accounts! I ſuppoſe myſelf to have 
been in a ſituation like your's; ſurrounded with oppor- 


tunities of doing good. Perhaps, ten talents com- 


mitted to your truſt! 1 ſuppoſe mylelf to have 


preached twice every Lord's day; to have buried the 


dead, baptized the children, churched the women, | 


viſited the ſick, and adminiſtered the Lord's Supper, 
And what then? O Sir, whatever others may think, 
you know all this may be done without a ſpark of 
real religion, and without entering at all into the 
ſpirit of the miniſtry. What if in that tremendous 
day, ſome unhappy ſouls ſhould appeal to the Judge, 


that they lived in my pariſh, came now and then to 


Church, and wiſhed ſometimes to be good; but that I 


never took any pains to inftruft them in private, to 
rouſe them out of their careleſſneſs, and to bring them 
to. Chriſt —— While theſe wretched ſpirits depart 
accuſed, good heavens, what muſt become of me! 
Will it ſuffice to tell the Judge, that I avoided all 
ſcandalous fins; that I regularly preached, or read 
good ſermons on the Lord's day ; that I did the duty 


of 
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of the pariſh better than moſt around me did theirs; 
and that I took care to guard the people againſt 
Enthuſiaſts, Diſſenters, and Lay-Preachers? Alas 1 

Sir, it will not do. The words of the Lord are expreſs: 

Ezek. 33- 8,—* It thou doſt not ſpeak to warn the 

ve wicked from his way, that wicked man ſhall die in his 
iniquity, BUT HIS BLOOD WILL I REQUIRE 

1 AT THINE HAND.” Shall then any one profeſ- 
ſing to be a Miniſter of Chriſt be at eaſe, moſt, if not 
all the week, go through the common ſervice on 

Sundays, call it doing duty, and go with great reluctance 

to ſee a ſick perſon, eſpecially if at a diſtance, or in ai 
poor noiſome place? Or, when he bas done all this, 
truſt in it for ſalvation? I ſay nothing of thoſe who 
have e e a year, and do nothing, or next to, or 
worſe than nothing; from my very ſoul I pity theſe. 


But I now ſpeak of many that are tolerably diligent in 


the parochial duties, and yet ſuffer many of their 
people to periſh for want of proper warning. What a 
ſentence! I feel it ſtrike upon my very heart. His 
blood will I require at thine hand ! How many ſouls 
have gone into eternity ſince you and I have been in 
the Miniſtry! Surely it behoveth you and me, often, 
and cloſely, to examine ourſelves, whether we are 
clear of the blood of all theſe. If the careleſs Watch- 

B 3 1 man 
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man muſt be puniſhed with an additional degree of 


* 


torment, for every ſoul he has ſuffered to periſh 


through his neglect, what degrees of torture will ſome : 


have to endure ! The puniſhment increaſed for every 


damned ſpirit! O what ſcenes of miſery! what 
damnations multiplied by thouſands will numbers have 
to undergo ! I pray God aſſiſt us to be in earneſt, that 


we may eſcape! 


I have been led a little from my ſubject; but I do 


not think what I have ſaid needs any apology. I wiſh 


I. could conclude here ; but I muſt take notice of a few 


more of your ſentences. 


The laſt part of page 11, is almoſt beneath my 
attention. It is the produce of a ſoil no way favourable. 


to the Tree of Life. The roots of bitterneſs ſpring 


up in ſuch a manner, that I muſt be defiled, it I do 


not paſs on. Beſides, it is, in effect, anſwered already. 


In page 12, you become a judge of evil thoughts.“ 
You politively aſſert what our opinions are, and 
begin to reaſon upon them, without the leaſt proof. 
The young Gentleman who read Prayers the morning 
the Chapel was opened, altered the petition reſpecting 
„ Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons,” and read * All the 

Miniſters 


* 


; T8 3. 
| Miniſters of the Goſpel.” You take it for granted, 
which 1s abſolutely falſe, that this was done by joint 
conſent, and that it was to be continued ſo, on the 
ſuppoſition that we muſt make ſome alteration, I 
have obſerved already, that I never alter any thing in 
the Prayers. I was exceedingly grieved when I 
heard the alteration, which I knew nothing of till 
it came from the deſk, I as much diſapprove of it 
7." a8 you do, and of the other alteration too, namely, 
putting in untimely death inſtead of 5udden, However, 
it will be readily excuſed by candid people, when 
they are informed, that in a neighbouring Chapel, 
where that Gentleman ſometimes officiated, thoſe 
petitions, 1 am told, are ſo worded. And I am 
certain had you, Sir, taken the trouble of mentioning 
this matter to any of us, you would have received 
the utmoſt ſatisfaftion,—But that would not have 

anſwered your purpose, which 1s too glaring throughout 
your piece, to need any explanation ! What you 
expect to gain by it, I will not even suspef ; but 
I cannot keep a certain fable out of my mind, which 
by a kind of natural aſſociation, occurs with the 


reading of your pamphlet. Perhaps, in my next, 


(for I do not intend to have done with you yet) 1 
may tell you what it is. 


One 


L 24 ] 

One clanſe in page 15, I muft quote at length, 
becauſe it is rather of a ſcandalous nature. —* I know, 
and can prove, that it was the buſineſs of the proprietors 
of your Chapel, when ſoliciting ſubſcriptions, to 
win generoſity by the bait, the alluring bait, of 
friendſhip to the eſtabliſhed Church.” 1 have care- 
fully inquired into this matter, and find the ſimple 
fact is as follows: The Gentlemen, whom you, I 
hope not with a bad design, call proprietors, that is, 
the Truſtees of the Chapel, (which is virtually ſettled 
upon the Conference plan) in endeavouring to get 
ſubſcriptions, were, of courſe, aſked what Miniſters 
were to officiate in it, and of what kind the ſervice 
was to be, &c. The anſwer was, as the ſubſcription- 
paper will demonſtrate, * Service will be performed 
"every Sabbath-day, morning and evening, and on | 
ſuch days of the week as may hereafter be agreed on. 
Truſtees are appointed to inſpect the building of the 
Chapel, who will alſo provide Preachers from the 
METHODIST-CONFERENCE, and Gownſmen as 


often as poſſible.” Now, Sir, what bait is there in 
this to allure any one? Is not every word of it 
true? Did not you know in your conſcience that 
it was true, when you threw out the bait, in the 
above clauſe, to allure the world into a belief that 


the Truſtees had deceived the Subſcribers? If you 


can 


LW) 
can prove that what is here delivered is not true, do 
ſo, and let them anſwer you whom it concerns. I 
quote verbatim from the Paper which was carried | 
about, and ſhewn to all that were ſolicited to ſubſcribe, 
and 1 queſtion whether you yourſelf have not ſeen 
that very paper!!! If fo, was it ingenuous of you 
to write as you have done? But you ſeem to know 
| the way of the world, Throw dirt enough and ſome 
of it will ſtick. There is not one word of what 
was held out to the ſubſcribers but what is literally 
true. The ſervice of the Church is __ uſed every 
Sabbath-day. Wedneſday Evening is the time fixed 
on for the weekly lecture. The Methodiſt Confe- 
rence appointed four of us to preach there, in turn 
with the other Chapels in this Circuit. And we will 
get © Gownſmea as often as poſſible.” What then 
becomes of your farcaſtic raillery concerning our 


zealous attachment to the Church ? It is very true, 


we diſtinguiſh betwixt the Church and many of ker 
Sons, who give us continual cauſe to lament the 
deplorable ſtate of the people that are left to their . 

mercy. We ſhew our attachment to the CHURCH, 

by uſing her Liturgy ; and we lincerely pray to God 
To © to illuminate all Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, 

with true knowledge and underſtanding of his word ; | 

that both by their preaching and living, they may 

| ſet 
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ſet it forth, and ſhew it accordingly. Vea, that 


they. may ſo preach and live, as to render our labours 


unneceſſary. This is the beſt way to conquer Metho- 
diſts! Till you do this, I pray do not hinder us 


to do all the good we can. Indeed, bleſſed be God, 


you cannot hinder us. But you may render yourſelf 


ridiculous and contemptible, by making the attempt. 


As to our © mode of preaching,” I do not conceive _ 


why that is brought in, I do not ſay, that we can 
| preach ſo well as you can. I leave it to our hearers 


to judge for themſelves, I pray God forgive me, 


for not preaching better than I do. However, if 
our poor endeavours be owned by our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, and if immortal ſouls be turned from dark- 
neſs to light, | and from the power of Satan unto 
God,” we will give him the glory, and rejoice in 
being nothing, that he may be all in all. We know 


there are good memoriter preachers, and preachers as 


good, who use notes. And I never wiſh to preach 


with greater energy, than! have heard D. S. in Briſtol 


Cathedral, when every word of his ſermon was written 


before him. And with reſpect to extemporary preach. 


ing, in the proper ſenſe of the word, I think none 


but fools, or worſe, pretend to it. For my own 


part, I do not belieye there is any ſuch thing. At 


the 


the ſame time, I. conceive a very mean opinion of 


a Miniſter, that cannot preach at any time without 
a a book, unleſs he be unwell, or has loſt.his memory. 


A Divine that lives in the ſpirit of his office, can 


hardly be taken unprepared to preach the Goſpel, 


But when he has to preach occaſional ſermons it 


alters the caſe; he is then at liberty, or ought to 


be, to chuſe what mode he pleaſes. 


With regard to our Doctrines, I think you act 
wiſely, in not entering presumptuously into a contro- 
verſy about them, I do not think you would gain 
much credit by ſo doing! One thing I muſt obſerve ; 
namely, 1 will undertake to prove, that all the 
doctrines that I ever advance, are the dofrines of 
the Church of England. If you knew this, how 


durſt you throw out ſuch illiberal innuendos to the 


: contrary! If you think they are not, bring forth 


your ſtrong arguments, and let our readers judge 


between us. 1 Kings, 18. 21. I certainly have 


labour enough to go through, having nine or ten, 


ſometimes fourteen or fifteen times a week to preach, 


and a good deal of riding in the country; beſides 
the care of the Societies; but that ſhall be no 


excuſe, You have made uſe of abſolute language, 


and 
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and if you refuſe to vindicate what you have aſſerted, 


1 ſhall take it for granted you are not able. 


What you advance in the concluſion of the 19th 
page is, to ſay the leaſt, a miſtake, Neither 1 nor 
any of my colleagues ever assumed the character 
„of the clergy of the Church ;” conſequently no 
member of our own ſociety could ever expoſtulate 


with us on "ſuch a conduct. 


: That ſome of our members, for reaſons which 
may be explained in future, were diſpleaſed at our 
putting on the ſacerdotal veſtments,” as you call 
them, is true, and therefore none of us have put 
them on fince the day the Chapel was opened, 
though many are diſpleaſed that we do not. The 
fat is, fome of the Truſtees, not thinking any 
harm, provided a Gown and Surplice, as they had 
a right to do if they pleaſed, and deſired thoſe of 


us who were to officiate to wear them. We did 


ſo, though with great reluftance, fearing ſome of 


our friends would not be pleaſed. The Friday after, 
the Truſtees met, and among other things, the 


wearing of the Gown, &c. was talked of, and 1 


verily believe, it was what I ſaid againſt it, that 


influenced thoſe who were for it, to give it up 


for 


. 
for the present, But there was no | expoſtulation, 
much leſs threatening to withdraw from the con- 
neftion that I know of, on account of it. I believe 
our people have more ſenſe, and grace than to with- 


draw for ſuch trifles. Beſides, if this had been the 


caſe, what was that to you? As you ſeem ſo diſ- 


pleaſed about the ſervice in the Chapel, and intimate 


that you do not believe our doctrines, the ſooner we 


fell out, the ſooner you would obtain what you 
ſeem to wiſh. And ſurely, if we would not hearken 


to ſome of our own *© principal members,” you can- 


not imagine that a Letter of your's, written in 
ſuch a ſpirit, would have any weight with us; 


eſpecially, when addreſſed to us in ſuch a man- 


ner! Iam therefore filled with wonder, at an ad- 


dreſs from you on the occaſion, either without, or 


with an apology | 


Upon the whole, what could you, Sir, the Miniſter 


of Weſtbury-upon-Trym,” have in view in addreſſing 


the poor Methodist- Preachers, as you have done? 


Was it with an eye to our preſent and eternal welfare ? 


believe it who can | Was it with an intention to 


frighten us? what glory would that bring you ? 
« Poor is the triumph o'er the timid hare!“ 


As 


* 8 30 ro FY 

it happens, you did not know us. Some of us 
have had to do with too many of your ſtamp. to be 
ſo eafily frightened! PERSECUTION may 4 us 7 
but IT CANNOT CONQUER US! 


„By force beasts act and are by force reſtrain'd ; 
The human mind by gentle means is gain'd. 
Thou canſt not take, what I refufe to yield: 
Nor reap the harveſt, tho chou ſ poilſt the field.“ 


Perhaps, you thought (for every man is not a judge of 
bis own writings) that you had written in a loving 
ſpirit, and that your S:x-penny-worth would allure us 
into a flexile compliance with whatever propoſals you | 
might ſee good to make; ſuppoſe for inſtance, to let 
you have our Chapel to be a“ Chapel of Ease” to 
« Weſtbury-upon-Trym!” Alas, Sir, you muſt not 
think to catch old birds with chaff! If you think 
proper to rouſe your dormant zeal, and to build a | 
Chapel of Ease on the hill, we ſhall be very far from 
having any objection; and very probably, ſome of the 

ſtaunch Talkers for the Old Pin witl join you, and 

come and ease themselves in it. The Methodiſt diſci- 

pline is not pleaſing to fleſh and blood ; therefore [I 
go not wonder that many leave us, and chuſe a 


My ſmoother 


. 


by which you were influenced, I cannot ſay; but 
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fmoother path. Mean time, I adviſe you to bewate. 


of hurting the cauſe of religion i in the world. If 1 
had erred, you have not taken the way to reclaim 

us. Vou have endeavoured, though i in vain, to make 
us appear as deceivers in the eſteem of an ungodly 


world! Whether passion or interest was the motive 


which ever it was, or ſuppoſe it ſimple uanity or 
caprice, remember, Sir, you cannot wound the character 
of a Servant of Jeſus Chriſt, without wounding the 
Maſter through the Servant's ſide. None of us ever 
thought of injuring you, in ad, word, or thought. 
We meant to go quietly on our way, doing what we 


could for the ſouls for whom the Saviour died. If you 


ſhould by your unguarded, or designedly ill-natured 


Letter, hinder any of us in the bleſſed work, we wall : 


go upon our bended knees to the Son of God; we will 
ſpread your writings before him, and appeal to his, 
tribunal, that we were ſtriving to bring ſinners to kim,” 


and you would not ſuffer us. Conſider, Sir, what you 


are doing, and pray to the Almighty for grace to enable 


you to be in earneſt for Eternity! I am not afraid to 
meet you at the bar of Chriſt. And there I ſhall meet 


you, God only. knows how ſoon; For the 2 I 
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